
    
  

  

 

Dear Farm Advisor Colleague! 

You are kindly requested to test one of the applications used in farm advisory services,  which aims at 

collecting data about the farmer's problem at the field parcel level, with the use of smart phone or 

tablet. 

The main purpose of the exercise  is to collect – identify and input – data about a problem of a 

smallholder family farmer, and upload it to Cloud of the SHIP platform.  

The advantages of using the mobile application: 

 Every user - advisor, farmer, family member or other experts helping farmers - have capable 

mobile device all the time available "in the pocket". 

 It is very easy, user friendly and streamlined to enter an issue, we estimate that the task can 

be completed in about 5 minutes. 

 Many of the needed data fields are automatically filled out by the device: the name of the 

logged in user, date and time of the entry and GPS coordinates of the location. 

 Photo, video and audio recording can be added with just a few clicks using the phone's 

software from within the App. 

 Audio recording is a practical way to 'dictate' the problem to be proceseed later with Voice 

to Text texhnology on the platform, to support textuatl description. 

 As mentioned, App works in offline mode so that recorded data can be uploaded later if 

Internet is available. 

 The list of submitted records can be viewed and checked in web browser. 

 The web interface provides data export capability so that bulk data can be easily transfered 

to the platform in one step.    

There are several apps available on the market that can be used for this purpose, however, in the 

following example we chose EPICOLLECT, which was developed for use by ecologists, plant 

protectionists, epidemiologists in the Imperial College of London (Department of Infectious Disease 

Epidemiology). More information: https://five.epicollect.net/ 

Download: 

1. Android: https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=uk.ac.imperial.epicollect.five&hl=en_GB 

2. IOS: https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/epicollect5/id1183858199?mt=8 

Interesting: this app is used in several other real life situations, for example, to record the marine life 

of dolphins, seals and sharks in Channel Island; collecting hummingbird earth observation data; at 

schools students to identify and count species of biology classes; various surveys (noise pollution, 

familiarity with financial services); to collect data on protected species in national parks, to record 

plant protection observations by farm advisors, etc. 

https://five.epicollect.net/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=uk.ac.imperial.epicollect.five&hl=en_GB
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/epicollect5/id1183858199?mt=8


    
  

Work process: 

1. Install the App - IMPORTANT: if your mobile device cannot install the App, you may also use your 

PC browser, after Google login, at https://five.epicollect.net/project/ship2019-innovation-request-

form/data + Add Innovation Request button 

2. Enable the GPS, camera, etc. access requests on your phone 

3. Start the App 

4. Sign in with your Google Account if you have one, and you will be able to edit the submitted 

data later on the web interface. 

5. Go to + Add Project, enter the code of our project: SHIP2019, then upload the form to your 

phone. 

6. Fill in the form where possible using the built-in features of your mobile device (GPS, 

location, time, photo, etc.). 

7. After filling out - in case of internet connection - upload data recorded in the field. 

8. Go to the project website: https://five.epicollect.net/project/ship2019-innovation-request-

form/data  and view the post you created. You can also make changes when you log in. 

9. If you have any questions, you may can call the home helpline: +36 30 352 6869 (web GN 

support). 

Here are some examples of possible problems: 

 Risk, damage: appearance of plant / animal disease, leaf damage, wildlife damage, storm 

damage, ice and frost damage, drought, need for forecasting. 

 Technology, production: maintenance, repair of defective devices, irrigation, processing, 

organic farming, precision farming, soil condition, biomass-based energy sources, alternative 

renewable energy options. 

 Market, sales: planning of production structure, sales difficulties, price information, access to 

local markets, land acquisition, need to increase production volume, borrowing possibility, 

purchase of inputs. 

 Management, administration: transfer of economy, consolidation or demolition of economy, 

shortage of labor (replacement of lost human labor with technology), management of 

applications, grants. 

You can read about the purpose and activities of the SmallHolder Innovation Platform - SHIP 

project below. 

https://projects.agrowebcee.net/ship/ 

SHIP is a knowledge sharing and problem solving platform and network established by professionals 

in research, innovation, farm advisory services and policy development, during the Expert 

Consultation in September 2018 in Hungary, supported by the Food and Agriculture Organisation 

(FAO) in Europe and Central Asia. The main goal of the network is not only to collect and publish 

proven and promising innovations suitable especially for the smallholders and family farmers needs, 

but also to identify and gather problems from the field, and channel it to the platform for possible 

solution. 

https://five.epicollect.net/project/ship2019-innovation-request-form/data
https://five.epicollect.net/project/ship2019-innovation-request-form/data
https://five.epicollect.net/project/ship2019-innovation-request-form/data
https://five.epicollect.net/project/ship2019-innovation-request-form/data
https://projects.agrowebcee.net/ship/


    
  

The system has two inputs: 

1. On one side, developers, researchers, organizations producing innovative products and 

services fill their descriptions: 

https://dev.agrowebcee.net/ship/innovations/add-new-innovation/ 

2. On the other side - see example above for field data collection - farmers and consultants will 

forward the problems to the system: 

  https://dev.agrowebcee.net/ship/farmer-issues/add-new-problem 

On the platform's surface, linking farmer issues and possible solutions is the responsibility of the 

SHIP platform experts, who will return the proposed solutions to farmers. 

 


